MISSION OF PICTURES,

DIVINE SERVICES IN THE BROOKLYN
TABERNACLE.

Ameriean Citles Need Great Gallevies of
PFalotings—Men of Weanlth Should Bulld
In the Visee of Thelr Hesldence Throoes

for Amorican Art

Brooknyx, Ovt. 28, <The Rev. T. De Witt
Talmage, D D, preached at thoe Taberoacle
this morning, A vast congregation attended
the servive,  The pastor expounded a chapter
about the room of imagery in Erekivl, after
which the hymn beginning

Thine vartbly Rablathe, Lord, we love,

Hut there's n nobler rost abave,
was sung  'rofessor Browne presided at the
grond organ and rendersd a concerto in B
flat by Handel. The subject of Dre. Tal
mage's discourse wos *Tho Divine Mission of
Pictures,” His text was [aioh, chapter 2,
ports of the twelth and sixteon verses;  “The
day of the Lond of Hosts shall be upon nll
plonsant pictores™  Ho salid:

Pietures nre by gome relegated to the roalm
of the teivial, accidental, sentimental or
world!v, bt my text shows that Gaod serati-
nizes pietures, and whethor they  are good or
beul, whethier ussl for right or wrong jmr-
proses, dsonomatter of divine observation annd
nrraiginmnent,

That the artist's peneil and the engraver's
knife havoe sometimes boon mmude subservient
to the kingdom of the leul s frankly ad-
mittedl,  After the nshes nnd deorin were pre-
moved from Hereulaneum and Pompedl the
thoso cities discovered to the exploe-
semedntion in art which eannot e ex
aggornted.  Batan and all his imps bave al
wauys wanted the ingering of the casel; they
wat bl rather have possession of that than the
art of printing, for types nie not so potent
and quick for evil ns pictores. The powers
of darkness think they have gained o trinmph,
and they have, whon in somn respectable
parlor or pulilie art gallery they can bang o
canvas cmbarrassing o the gowd, but fas
cluating to the evil,

It is not dn aosplrit of pradery, but backed
up by God's eternal truth, when 1 say that
you hnve no right to hang {n your art rooms
or your dwelling houses that which would
b offensive to good people i the flgures pie-
tured were alive in your parlor and the
guests of your bousebold, A pleture that
vou bave to hang in a somewhat secluded
placey or that in a public ball you cannot
with a group of friends deliberately stand
before and discuss, ought to have a kuile
stabibed into 1t at the top amd cot cloar
shrough to the bottom and a stout Hoger
thrust In on the night side, ripping cloar
through to the left. liny, the elder, st
his life by going wear eoough to wsew
tho inside of Vesuvius, and the furthor
you can stand o from the burning crater
of sin, the better, Neover till the Dooks of
tbe Last Day are opened shall we Luow what
Las boen the dire harvest of evil plotorials
and unbecoming art galleries. Despoil a
man's imagination and be bocomes n moral
carcass, The shop windows of nglish and
American cities in which the low theatres
have sometimes bung long lines of brazou
actors und notressos in sty le iusuiting to all
propricty havo wmade a bréad path to death
for multitudes of people. But s0 have all
the other arts been at times suborned of evil,
How bins music been bedraggled! In thero
any placo so low down fu dissolutenoss that
dnto it Las not been carried David's harp und
Handel's argan and Gottsehalk's plano and
Ole Bull's vialin; and tho lute, which though
named after so insignificant a thing ns the
Bicilian eel, which bas seven spots on the
side like flute holes, vet for thousands of
years has bad an exalted mission, Archi-
tecture, born in the heart of Ilim who made
the warlds, under its arches and across its
floors what bacchanalinn revelries have been
enncted! It is not against any of these arts
that they Liave been so led futo captivity.
What o poor world this would be if it were
not for whaot my text ecalls “pleasant plet-
ures!" I refor o your moemory and mine
when 1 usk il your knowledge of the Holy
Beriptures hus not been mightily augmented

wnlis of

orson il

by tho woodcuts or engravings in the
old  family  Bible, which father and
uother road  out of, amd Jaid on  the

table in the old homestead when you wern
Loye aud girls, The Bitle scenes which we
el carry lu our minds wers not gotten from
the bible typology, but from the Bible
pictures. To prove ths truth of it in my
own case, the otber day I took up the old
family Bible which luberited. Sure enough,
what I bave carried o my mind of Jacob's
Jadder was cxactly tho Dible engraving of
Jacob's ladder; and so with SBamson earry-
ing off the gates of Gaea; Elisha restoring
the Sbunanute's sou; the moassaere of the
innovents; Chelst blessing Jttle children; the
crucitizion aod the lost judgment. My ldea
of wll thess is that of the old Bible engrav.
ings which | scauned before 1 could read o
word,  That is true with nlone-tenths of you,
1 1 eoulid swing open the door of your fore.
beads | would find that youare walking pict-
ure galleries.  The great intelligenes abroad
about the hble did not come from the gen-
eral rending of the book, for the majority of
the people read it but little, if they read it
at all; but all the sacred scenes Linve been
put before the great mosses, and not printer's
ink, but the pictorinl art, wost Lave the
credit of the acbievement,  First,
pencil for the favorcd few, and then en-
grovor's plate or wood cut for millivns on
millionst What overwhelming commentary
on the Bible, what reenforceient for patri-
archs, prophots, sposties and Christ, what
distribution of seriptural knowlodge of all
nativns, in the pantings ol cugravings
therefrom of Holman Hunt's *Christ in the
']'l'[“il'l\'."
fug the Feot ot Christ,” Raphael's *Michael,
the Archangel," Albert Duier's *Dragon of
the Apocalypee,” Michae! Angelo's “Ilague
of the l"-'l_\ Nerpents; Tintoret's "thhb
into Egvpty" Rubens' “Descent {rom the
Leonardo Da Vinel's *Last Bupper;”
Claude's “Queen of Blheba! Bellink's " Ma-
donvg at Milnn;” Orcagna's **Last Judg-
went," nud butdreds of miles of pletures if
they were put in lue, illusteating, display-
g, drammtizivg, treradinting Bible truths
utithl the Scriptures are not todey so muach
O PMPOr B8 o3 Coutivis, ol so el o iuk os
in all the colurd of tho spectrun, o 1580
forth from Strasburg, Germany, thery caine
o child thut was toschipse nospeed aud bold-
ness and grandeur aeything auld everything
that the workd bad seew siice tho Lrst color
appearsd on the sky at the ercation, Paul
Gustay Dore, At 1L years of age ho pub-
lshed marvelous Iithogeaphs of his own,
Baying votbing of what o did for Milton's
“Paradise Lost,” emblazoning it o the at-
toution of tho world, bo takes un the Book of
Looks, the mouareh of literature, the Lible,
nud i bois pietures, *The Creation of Liglt,

Uross;”

*ThoVvial of Abrabam’s Puith,” “The Durial
of Saral," “Joseph Suld by lis Brothen"
“The bBrazen Berpent,” *Boaz ad Huth,
SDhavidand Golinth," *The ‘U'roustiguration,™

ST ho Muarviage i Cada,
Al Q00 seripure
ness amd o pre

sHalyloa Fallen,”
d scones b all, with a bold-
s NG clmeet supernutural

allutus tiint wake the Leart throb, aud tho
brain  veel, cnd the  teers  sturr, ood
the chiechs Ulanel, end the entive naturo
qQuake witl the treswndows things of Gold

|
and eternity and the dead

1 actoally stag
gered down the steps of the London Art gal

| lory under the power of Dore's “Christ Leav-

ing the Pretorium.” Profess you to lea
Clirtstain man or woman, and see no divine
mision in art, and acknowledge you no obli
gution either in thanks to God or man/

It s no more the word of God when put
before ug in printer's fnk than by skillful lay
fingg on of colors, or desigis on metal throagh
incision  or corrosion. Wint a lesson in
morals  wos  proseated by Hogarth, the
painter, in hin two plotures, “The Rake's
Progress” amil “The Miser's Feast,” and by
Thomas Cole's engravings of the “Vayvage of
Human Life” and the " Conrse of Empire,”
wod by “Turner's Blave 8hip"™  God in wrt!
Christ in art! Patriarchs, prophets  amd
apostlos inart! Angels b art! Heaven in
nrtt

The world and the ¢hinreh ought to come
to tho higher appreciation of the divine mis
sion of pletures, yot the authors of them
hiave generndly been left to sembstarvation
Wost, the great painter, toiled in unnpproeci
ntion LIl Dedng o great skater, while on the
few e formed the aequaintanes of Lion
Howe, of the Eoaglsh nrmy, audl through
coming to almire West a8 a skater, thoy
gradunlly came toappreciate o8 much that
wlziel be necomplishod by his bamd as by his
bl Powssing tio mighity painter, was pur
eticd, tned el nothing with whideh to defemd
hitamedf ngodunt the moly bat the artist’s port
folio, which b held over bis Bead o Leep ofl

the stones hinrked st him The  pietares
of  Iehard  Wilsow, of  Englond,  were
solil for fobulous sums of  monoy  alter
Liis denth, Lt tho hiving [ainter
wins glad to get Tor his “Aleyone™ o poece of
Btilton ehes From 140 to 108 therw
wore 4,000 pletnres willfully deste vyl In
the veign of Quevn Elizabeth it waos the hinbat

of some people tospend much of their time
bin krm king |rl-".!|.l'\‘n o Peces Ill the reign
Charles the Fiest it was ordered by parlia
ment that all pletares of Christ be burnt,
Painters wore so badly treated aud humilin.
tenl o the beginniog of the Eighteeuth cen
tury that they were lowersd elear down out
of tho sublimity of theire art, aod obliced to
ive minute aecounts of what they did with
their colors, ns a painter’s Wil which eame to
publication in Beotlaud in 1907 indieated,
The painter hand lwen touching up some old
petures i the ehurel, and he sends in this
itemized Lill to the vestryv: “To tilling upn
chink in the Red Sea aud vepairing the dom
nges to Plinrnob’s hoste]” “ton new pair of
bands for Daudel in the Hon's den, and o new
set of teeth for the loness)” “to rpairing
Nebuchadnezzar's beard,” *“to giving o blush
to the cheek of Evo on presenting the apple
o Adam” Yo making o beddle for the Gomd
Samaritnn's borse, amd weinding one of lils
B Yo putting on a new bandle on Moses'

basket ana dttiag  balrosbos, and adding
| more fucl o tho fire in Nobuchaduozar's
" furnoee”  Bo paduters were bumilinted clear
down below the majesty of thelearte The
oldest pletuve In Eogland, a portrait of
Chawcer, though now of  great  vuloe,
wns  picked  out of o Jumber garrel

Grent were tho trials of Quentin Matsys,
who tolled on from blacksmith's nnvil till as
a painter ho won wide recoguition,  The first
wissidnaries to Mexico made the fatal wis-
takoof destroying pictures, for the loss of
which art aml religion must ever lament
Dut why go so far back whew o this year of
our Lord 1888, nnd within tweive vears of
the Twentioth century, to bo o painter, except
I rare exceptions, meats poverty and neg-
leet!  Poorly fud, poorly elad, poorly boused,
bocause poaorly appreciated!  When 1 hear a
wan e o painter, 1 have two foelings: oue of
admiration for the greatness of Lis soul, aod
the other of commiseration for the needs of
his buxdy,

Dut so it has been In all departments of no
ble work. Bome of the mizhticst have beer
Linrdly bestend. Olivor Goldsmith had such &
big patch on the coat over Lis left breast that
when e went anvwhere he kept Lis Laut in
his band elosely pressed over the pateh,  The
world renowned Bishop Asbury bad a0 sal-
| ary of §64 a year, Painters are not the only

ones who have endured the lack of approcia-
tion, Lot men of wealth tale under thelr
| patronage the sufferieyg men of art. They
Lift no complaint; they make o strike fu
bigher wages.  DBut with a kecuness of nery
ous organiztion which almost always clio -
acteriges penius,  thesoe  artists  suller
tmore than any one but God can  re
alige, Thero needs o o o concerted
| effart for the suffering oartists of America,
not sentimental diseourse about what wo owe
to artists, but contracts that will give them
| & livelihood; for Lam In full sympathy with
tho Christian farmer, who was very busy
gatbering his fall apples, and somo one asked
| Lim to pray for a poor fumily, the father of
| which had broken his lez: and the busy
| farmer sald: ) cannot stop now (o pray,
| but you can go down into the collar and get
1

satie corted boef and butter and eggs and
potatoes; that bs ull I eando now.”  Artists
may wish for our prayers, but they also
want practical help from men who can give
them svork,  You bave beard scorcs of ser-
mons for all other Linds of sulTering mwen
sud women, but I think this s  the
Orst sermon over presched  that  madoe
o plea for the sullering men and women of
Awerican art. Their \mrk s more true to
nature and life than any of the masterpicees

of tho sea, but it is the fashion of Awericaus
to meution forvign artists, and to know little
or nothing about our own Copley, and

| Allston, and loman, and Greenough and

patnter'e |

Paul Veronese's “Magdalen Wash- |

Kensett. let the aflivent fling out of their
windows and into the back vard valueless
daubs on canvas, and eall in theso splendid
Lut unrowarded men, and tell them o adora
your walls, not only with that which sholl
please the taste, but enlarge the miml, aud
improve the morvals, and save the souls of
those who guze upon thens,

Brookiyo, and all other American eldes,
ueed great galleres of art, uot ouly open an-
nually for a few days on exbibition, but
which shall stind open all the year round,
wid from carly worsing unt.l W o'clock at
ln.bld, avd Tree to all who would come and
g What a preparation tor the wear and
tear of the dayv o five minutes” look i the
murning ot sene  pleture that will vienn
door duto somo larger realin thon that in
whi b our pepulation daily drewdge! Or
what o good thing the ball bour of artistie
opportunity o the way home in the eveniug
from exbawstion that demnnds recuperation
for mbml aud eoul ws well as body! Who
will do tor Brook Ive o the clty where you
live what W. W. Corcornadad tor Wasting-

ton, aud what aw told Jolin Wanamaker,
‘r} thie dupativa af In 3’1“....“‘.-} » preat pig-
ture Chrst before Pilice," ds g todo for

Philadelyliat Men of wenlth, if you are
Cow modest o Lzl esd cnauss s @ Jhice
during Your hifetiue, why not o to yvour iron
eafo mind take out your bist will aud testas
wment, and wnke o codberl that sball build for
the <ty of your restlence, o throne for
American sotl boke some of that oney
that would otberwise spod your clilidren,
aid budd i oot padlery suat sbadl associate
Nour naae forevesy mokoonly Wit the great
nmusbers of paanting, who e poue, Lut with
the groat ustoeds who are teyving to live; and
wleo win the adouration sl love of teis of
thousands of poople, wio, Giaalne to Lave ths
pletures of Vhee oway woudd L Ivuntagel

by your bonviuetion,  DBudd your own monu
theats, nud nol hedve 1w the whin
of  oihivrs bowme ¢f b bist  peopl
slogjiiy ireein ood bitve po e sawents at

that bhave become icumortal on the otber side |

I
ail, or some erumuling flones that (n a few

years will lot the ralo wash out osme ol
epitaph; while some men, whose death was
the abatement of a nuisance, have a pile of
polished Alwrdeen bigh enongh for a king,
and eulogium enough to embarross a seraph,
Oy, man of Iarge wealth, instead of leaving
tothe whim of others your monamental com
memoration aud opitaphiology to be louked
ot when people are going to and fro ot the
barinl of others, bulld vight down in the
et of otr great elty, or the ety whers son
live, an  tmmensoe (reo reading or n
free musical consersatory, or n free art gal
lery, the wnichos  for soulpture  and  the
walls abloom with  the  rvise  and  fall
of nntions,  and  Jessons of  conrage  for
the disbieartensd, aml  rest for  the weary,
atd Tife for the demd, nand hundred
and Bty vears from now you will be wield
bingg Infloences i this workd for good mnong
those  wWhiose great-gromdfnther was your
great-geamiehihl,  How much tetter than
white mnaeble, that chitlls vou if you put your
Boesd on At w Ben vou toueh 18 0 the cometery,
worbid beon mronsiment ino bigningg

i,

slvoirs, i

eyen, In biving possession, (nospletdoes wohineh
under the ehaodehior would e glowiog nnd
warth, nnd looked ot by steolhing grougs with

cataloguo in bamd oo the Javuwaey noght

when the necropolis wohere the oy sleeps is
oll snowed wdes he towar of Pavid wos
bung with one thomsand deated shickis ol
baattle; but sour, ob oty of  wealth, miny
have o gromler tower panesd Galter yaou,
o thint stz ) b B ot sithe the ssmibols
of carnoge. but withe the victories of thint
et whinel wies s Jonge ngo reevgnieed iy
text as Upleasant pretures™ Ol the powey
of pletrees! 1 eannot devide. o some bave

dote, Cavdinn) Moaanron, wiw, whion told thnt
Lio muast die, took s bist wolk throwgh the
art gollery of nis puiloce, sayving: “Most |
guit all thest Look gt that Tivian! Lawili at
thaut Corrvgpto!  Look at that deluge of Ca
raveell  Foarewell, dear poctures! As e
day of the Lond of Hosts, necording to this
test, will sevutiniae the pile ures; I tmpdore
all pareuts tosee that o their honseholils
they hinve veither in boolt or newspaper or
ol canvas ansthing that  wil 1|.u|||.n|~
Pictures are po lotger the excelusivie possos
slony of the alluent. There v ot o respaeet

alde bome bn these caties that bas not spueed

miens of wood cut or stecl engeavingg, i not
of painting, and your whole funaly  will
feel the moral  uphfting  or  depression,
Have nothing on your  wall or in
books  that will  familiovize  the  young
with seones  of croelty or wmssaily have
only those shetehos made by artists in el

vated moods, nend pone o0 those sevies thot
s the product oF artistie deliciam tre
mens. ietures are not onldy oostrong bt o
undversal langunpe,  Thoe Luman race o di
videdd into gh ot ax many languages as ther
e uations, but the pletures way speak to
people of all tongues. Volapuk
hoped, with little reason, would
world wile language; Yt the
always o workl wide Linguage
tvpes have no etaphasis comparsd with it
Wosay that children aro fond of pletures;
bt totiee any wen when e takes upn bodk,
and You will soe that the st thing that |
tooks at is the pictures,  Have only those in
| your house thet appeal to the better nature,
Une engraving Las somethmes decided an
eternnl desting. Under the vitle of  fing
arts there have come bere Ty France
n class of pletures which  claborate ur
pument bas tried to prove irvoproachable,
They would disgrace a bar voom, and they
ueed to be confiseated,  Your ehildeen
carry the pietures of thele father’s houso with
them elear on to the grase, and, passing that
miarble pillar, will take them through eter-
nity.
| Purthermore, let all refommers, and all
Babbuth school teachers, nnd oll Clhristion
| workers realize that of they would be effect-
| Ive Tor good they must wake pletures, if not
| ||\’ chalk on Llackboards, or k indergarten do-
slgng, or by peactl on canvas, then by words,
Arguments nro soon forgotten, but pictures,
whethier in language or o colors, aro what
produco strougest effects,  Christ wasalways
telling what a thing wos Llke, nind bhis Ser-
fmon on the Mount was o great pleture
gallery, begioning with o sketeh of o
eity on oo il that  eannot biid,"g
and  emding  with o tempest  beating
ngailnst two bouses, one on the rock and the
other on thesand. The parable of the prodigal
son, a picture; parable of the sower, who
went forth to sow, a pleture; parabile of. the
unmereiful servant, o picture; parable of the
ten virgius, o picture; perable of the talents,
o pieture. The world wauts pretures, nod
thie appetite bogins with the clitld, wwho con
et to go carly to Led if the mothier will sit
beside bim and  rebearse o story, whiel is
only apicfure,  When we see how much has
been nccomplished in secular directions by
tl('llll‘l'}i Bhakespeare’s trazedios a pleture,
“ictor Hugo's wreitings all pletures, Johg

mnny have

Lieeanne n
pvtorial i
winl printer’s

()

l the sivth step of that stairs Just spoken of, to

| univere,

Mok yourselves o the royal gallery of the

the concentered splendors of nll

| worlds before your transported vision  In

Ruskin's and Tennyson's and Longlellow's |

works all pieturcs—why wot enlist, us far ke
| possible, fur our churches and seliools aml
| reformuatory work atd ovangelistio endeavor,
[the power of thought that car L put into
| word pietures, if not pletures in colort Yoa,
| why not all youngz men dreaw for themselves
on paper, with pen or peneil, their coming
earcer, of virtne if they prefer that, of vice
(AF they prefeethatt After mnking the pie
ture, put it on the wall, or paste it on the 1y
leaf of wome favorite book, that you may
bave it before you. 1 read the other day of
a man who had been executed for murder,
and the juller found afterwanl a pleture
minde on the wall of the eell by the ussusin's
own bamd, a pleture of o ight of stairs.  Un
the lowest step be had written: **Disobed-
enco of parents;” on the sceond: “SBabbath
breaking:” o the thind: “Drunkenness and
gambling:" on the fourth: “Murder,” and on
tho Ufth and top stop: “A gallows" 11 that
man had mode that pleture before b toolk
tho Urst stepy be wever would buve taken
Iull_\r' of them.  Oly, mbn, ke another prie-
ture, a bright picture, an oevangelcal peture,
srd T will belp vou make ! 1
steps for tlus ight
Blep write the wards, *

UZRest Fig
Chiy thio flrsd
A nature changed l,}'
the Holy Ghiest amd washed in the blowd of
the Lamb" tho secotal stop
aud good compauionshipy
*A Cbhristian bomie with o fomily altar;” on
the fowrth stegy, Ever wide ningg urelulness;"”
ot the Btk stepy, © A glorious departare from
this world™ on the sisth step, “Heaven!

of stuirs

ol “Industry

ol Thie thited step,

beaven! beaven!™  Write itturee tinnes, aud
e the lettors of the vone word b neade up of
baniners, the second ol coroncts, ut |-.tu third
of thrones!  Promse me that sou will do

that, atd L will promise tomeet you on tho
sizth step, il the Loed will, througi s pa

doning grave, bribg me thers, tos,

And here Lum golng tosay n word of
cheer to peaplo who Lave tsever Lad o word
of colselativn en that subfect, Thero ape

e ] wored i thits workl by hundyeds of
thousands, aud some of them aro Lhvre U
duy, who bave oo fine uatursl taste, and vt
wll their hives that tasto s been BUppre |'l"||,
nnd althougl they coull appreciate the gal
lovies of Dpesden and Viennn sl :\-l||‘:- s bur
tore than wico bundeed atd ninet v out

ol one thousand wha visit thetn, they never
may go, for they must support then VL
Leoshidsy wsnnd I and schouling for (heir
clishdren wre of wore nupuortanee than vt
(TTR Phoiph ol of f HOY G cutie
peblid to bivo ansd diseor fond of
wrdlntess are they dwell i Wlalos, and
tl-'l,..'nuj'],u-. tive of a.“. it chgraving

ph paittngs canodo, they cro i perpetu

depriviatacin Y ou Lo golngyuiteryou g

will |

sore way all the thriling soetes theronagh

whileh we and the Charel of Qo inve pasacd
In our earthly state will be pretured  of
prought to mibnd At the evelornnmn of
Glettyslmarg, which we bad i Beookva, on
day a bl iman, who lost bis vight i that
battle, wan with b ehild heard talking
while standing before that  pletare
Ll oo s to the danghiter e || ]
At the  rvight  of the  picture W
regimwents avching  up s laldl” Y,
shesabl  “Waell,"  sand  the Blind  minn
“In there o penersl on horselpoek lemding
them on ™ Yoow, " shie sand AVell, s there
g o o s seen aeavaley charge ™
T e veply vk il tin A
to b iy by g ek dead o Y "o
the nnswey SWell, now, e von seo e shield
From the woosls Laestiog roar tho wheol of n
canmnond™  “Ye, lie sl Wtop pigzdn
there ™ sabd the Busl man SThnt s bt
fast it | ever saw on eavth N Lt o the
inowas, Jeuny, when | st my esvesight!
't when you, whe hinve fomd Bito s doered
bianthe, w vy Chetrysbmarg, shdh stamd i ton
rovad pralloes of  bveoyedn, srd st Yenir W
Vst bwesin too» o]l wderstoonl thimt
which 1 vour  onrthiy 14 L B R
coulid  not s ot omll, Yo will o et
ot to vour ecelestial conwudes,  perd '
o s ownedear clidkdren wis oy j
e fore, the sovies of 1L wihily ulliets
which vy frarticipatedd sah Iy i
Fromy thar Bidl of piesesperity bovas diven
back, o that valley of bamdbation 1w
wotndel Fhre | it iy evesaghit 't
was the way e warhil o when 1 st |
i Bt wihint o il thibig Lo et volestind
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JUST ARRIVED.

And now ready for inspection at

+John Morrison’s
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